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Antiquities. 

ty In the first volume of the old series of our Kaleidos- 
cope, there appeared a variety of articles under the 
symbol of the ** Liver,” including information re- 
specting the history or antiquities of Liverpool, or the 
neighbourhood. The following most interesting do- 
cument may with propriety be ranged under the same 

. head ; and we proceed to present it to our readers as a 
narrative peculiarly connected with the history of the 
country, and exhibiting traits of female heroism never 
surpassed in the history of any country. 











TO THE EDITOR. 
$12,—The following journal written during the siege 
of Lathom House, 1644, is transcribed from a MS. pre- 
served in the Ashmolean Library (A. Wood, M.S.S.D. 
16.) and has never been printed. The author’s name 
is inserted on the first leaf ‘* Wherein I wounded, Ed. 


ward Halsall.” As this name does not occur either in 
the following account, or Seacombe’s very imperfect nar- 
ration, it is very probable he was very young at the 
time. The energetic style of the MSS. and the frequent 
display of school learning which it contains, confirm this 
opinion, and in a letter (Rymer, vol. 20.) dated Madrid, 
June 1650, recounting the means used to discover the 
murderers of Antony Ascham, Cromwell’s late resident 
at Madrid, it is mentioned that five persons have been 
arrested, and amongst these, ‘‘ Don Edward Halsall, 
Englishman, of the Dutchy of Lancaster of 23 years of 
age, Knight.” The family of Halsall had, in 1644, 
been resident at Halsall, in this country, for fourteen 
generations. X. L. D. 
October, 1820. 


A BRIEF JOURNAL 


OF THE 


Siege against Lathom Rouse. 


[THE FIGURES REFER TO THE NOTES.] 
———— 


The (1) Earl of Derby, in the rise of 
this rebellion, having, on his own charges, 
brought up near (2) 3000 of his best men 
and arms to the King’s standard, (the Lord 








Mollineux’s (3) regiment, and (4) Sir Gil- 
bert’s out of Lancashire, Sir Thomas Salis- 
buries (5) out of Wales,) with purpose to 
have attended his sacred Majesty in person, 
was at the request of the truly-noble (6) 
Sir Gilbert Houghton and others, sent back 
for Lancashire, by his Majesties special 
command ; where with naked men, or thinly 
armed, he sustained the fury of the rebells, 
and kept the field against them for seven 
months together, storming several of their 
towns, and defeating them in sundry battles, 
himself in every assault and skirmish, charg- 
ing in front to encourage his soldiers with 
exemplary resolution, whom the multitnde 
of the enemy exceeded in number, by the 
advantage of two or three to one, till his 
Lordship, unhappily called to crush the 
thriving sedition in Cheshire, withdrew his 
horse into that country. The enemy, now 
spying an opportunity for acting in his ab- 
sence, drew out their garrisons, and with 
their whole strength assaulted the town of 
Preston ; which, not yet fortified, and sud- 
denly surprised, notwithstanding the brave 
endeavours and resolute resistance of Sir 
Gilbert Houghton, the mayor, and other 
gentlemen, was lost to the enemy. (7) 
Upon his Lordship’s return he found him- 
self straitened to a narrow compass; yet, 
opposing loyall thoughts to dangers, and 
labouring to keep life in the business by 
speedy action, he drew into the field, (8) 
and marched about twenty miles into the 
enemy’s country, taking Lancaster and re- 
gaining Preston by assault, when the rebells, 
with a numerous army, were within six 
hours march pursuing him. After this, his 
Lordship giving two or three days to refresh 
his soldiers, toiled out with ten days restless 
service, the enemy got fresh supplies from 
Yorkshire, Cheshire, Staffordshire and Der- 
byshire, so that now again swelled into a 
numerous body, they attempt an assault of 
Wigan, which, with little service was either 





given or lost by (9) Blair, the Scotchman, 
who there commanded in chief, whereof 
her Majesty, then at York, having intelli- 
gence, sent express command to his Lord- 
ship not to engage his army in any service 
till she had sent him aid, which his Lordship 
a fortnight expected every day, but being 
disappointed in his hopes, and the enemy 
grown insolent by his stillness, he was moved 
by the Lord Mollineux, Sir Thomas Tildes- 
ley (10) and other gentlemen with him, to 
repair to the Queen in person, to hasten the’ 
promised supplies; whom, after a fortnight’s 
attendance, fell out the unfortunate surprize 
of the Lord Goring, in Wakefield, which 
utterly disenabled her Majesty to spare him 
any relief, which the Governour of War- 
rington, Colonell Norris (11) understand- 
ing, after five days’ siege gave up the town, 
the greatest key of the country, to the ene- 
my ; and all his Lordship’s forces, then with 
the Lord Mollineux and Colonel Tildesley, 
marched down to York. At the same time 
her Majesty received intimation of the Scot- 
tish design for the invasion of England, with 
signification of their intention to ship from 
the north of Ireland to the Isle of Mann, and 
so for England; wherefore it was the Queen's 
pleasure expressly to command him to the 
island, to prevent their passage that way. 
(12) At his arrivall there, he found the 
whole country there in sedition and insur- 
rection ; some turbulent spirits, tutored by 
their brethren the Scots, having taught the 
Commons the new trick of rebellion, under 
the mask of defensive arms for the preserva- 
tion of their religion and liberties. And 
indeed this subtle poyson had so wrought 
in the little body, that the whole country 
was swelled to one tumour, which had broke 
out within three dayes with the death of 
the Bishop and Governour, and loss of the 

island. To prevent this rupture, his Lord- 

ship presently raised the horse of the coun- 

try, apprehended the persons of those sedi. 
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tious agents, doing execution upon some, 
imprisoning others, aud striking a general 
terrour into all, which suddenly calmed the 
madness of the people, and drew a face of 
quiet upon the country. Yet to remove 
the ground of this disease, required both 
skill and time, as well to prevent a relapse 
of the counirymen, as an invasion of the 
Scots, who still promise for conscience sake 
to abett them in their rebellion, it being the 
good fortune of that ungratefull nation to 
be esteemed angells for troubling and poy- 
soning all waters. His Lordship, by the 
Queen’s command, having spent much time 
in this unhappy business, is at last last called 
back by his Majesty, to attend his Parlia- 
ment at Oxford; and, at his return to Eng- 
land, is welcomed with the news of a siege 
against his lady, which had been long in 
consultation, and is now matured for ac- 
tion. 

Upon the surrendry of Warrington, May 
27, 1643, a summons came from (13) Mr. 
Holland, Governor, of Manchester, to the 
(14) Lady Derby, to subscribe to the pro- 
positions of Parliament, or yield up (15) 
Lathom-house: but her Ladyship denied 
both: she would neither tamely give up 
her house, nor purchase her peace with the 
loss of her honour; but being then in no 
condition to provoke a potent and malicious 
enemy, and seeing no possibility of speedy 
assistance, she desired a peaceable abode 
in her own house, referring all her Lord's 
estate to their disposing, with promise only 
to keep so many men and arms as might 
defend her person and house from the out- 
rages of their common souldiers, which was 
hardly obtained. 

From this time she endured a continued 
siege, only with the openness of her gar- 
dens and walks, confined as a prisoner to 
her own walls, with the liberty of the castle- 
yard; suffering the sequestration of her 
whole estate, daily affronts and indignities 
from unworthy persons, besides the unjust 
and undeserved censure of some that wore 
the name and face of friends ; all which she 
patiently endured, well knowing it no wis- 
dom to quarrel with an evil which she could 
not redress: and therefore, to remove all 
pretences of violence and force against lier, 
she restrained her garrison souldiers from 
all provocation and annoyance of the enemy, 
and so by her wisdom kept them at a more 
favourable distance, for the space of almost 
a whole year (16). Rigby, all this time, 





restless in his malice, sought all occasions 
to disturb her quict, sending out his troops 
to plunder her next neighbours, and sur- 
prise such of the king's good subjects as 
had fled unto her for safety. In the begin- 
ning of February her garrison souldiers had 
a skirmish with a party of horse, command- 
ed by Captain (17) Hindley, wherein they 
rescued some of her friends, taking prison- 
ers Lieutenant (17) Dandy, first wounding 
his cornett, and some troopers. By his 
unjust report of this action, and some other 
slight “ skirmishes”* within musquet shot of 
her house, he wrought witl: (18) Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax and the Parliament-officers to 
his own purpose. 

On Saturday the 24th of February (1643) 
it was resolved, in (19) acouncill of the 
holy states at Manchester, after many for- 
mer debates and consultations to the same 
purpose, that (20) Mr. Ashton of. Middle- 
ton, (21) Mr. Moor of Bank Hall, and 
Mr. Rigby of Preston (Parliament Colo- 
nells) should with all speed come against 
Lathom, of which her Ladyship had some 
broken intelligence on Sunday morning, and 
therefore dispatched a messenger to her se- 
cret friend, one acquainted with their de- 
terminations to receive fuller satisfaction. 
In the mean time using all diligence and 
care to furnish her house with provisions and 
men, which was a hard work, considering she 
had been debarred of her estate for the space 
of awhole year. Yet in those straits she 
used not the least violence to force releif 
from any of her neighbours, though some 
of them were as bad tenants as subjects; but 
with her own small stock, and the charity 
of some few friends, by the industry of her 
careful servant Mr. (22) Broome, provided 
herself to bear the worst of a cruel enemy. 
The messenger returning on Monday, she 
had assurance of their design, who were 
then on their march as far as Bolton, Wigan, 
and Standish, with pretence to go for West- 
moreland, to carry on the multitude bli:d- 
fold against a house that their fathers and 
themselves, whilst their eyes were open, had 
ever honoured, reputing Lathom, in most 
innocent tines, both for magnificence and 
hospitality, the only court of the northern 
parts of the kingdom, when the good men 
would, in mere love, vent their harmlcss 
invasion : **God save the Earl of Derby 
and the King!” But their factious minis- 
ters, very dutiful sons of the Church of 
England, made the pulpit speak the design 
aloud. One whereof (23) Bradshaw, to 
the dishonour of ‘that house that had given 
more sober and pious foundations (Bra- 
senose) took occasion before his patrons 
in Wigan to prophane the fourteenth verse 
of the fifteenth chapter of Jeremy : from 





* The original isa word like * relitations ;” 
substituted ‘* skirmishes.” ns ;” I have 








thence, by as many marks and signs as ever 
he had given of antichrist, proved the Lady 
Derby to be the scarlet whore, and the 
whore of Babylon, and Lathome to be Babell 
itself, whose walls he made as flat and thin 
as his discourse. Indeed, before he des- 
patched his prophecy, he thumpt ’em down, 
reserving the next verse to be a triumph to 
the victors. 27th February, 1643. On 
Tuesday the enemy took their quarters 
round the house, at the distance of a mile, 
two, or three at the farthest. 28th. On 
Wednesday Captain (17) Marland brought 
a letter from Sir Thomas Fairfax, and with 
it an ordinance of Parliament, the one re- 
quiring her Ladyship to yield up Lathome- 
house upon such honourable conditions as 
he should propose, and the other declaring 
the mercy of the Parliament to receive’ the 
Earl of Derby, would he.submit himself: 
in which business Sir Thomas Fairfax pro- 
mises to be a faithfull instrument. To 
which her Ladyship gave answer, that she 
much wondered that Sir Thomas Fairfax 
would require her to give up her Lord’s 
house, without any offence on her part done 
to the Parliament, desiring, in a business 
of such weight, that struck both at her re- 
ligion and life, that so nearly concerned 
her sovereign, her Lord, and her whole 
posterity, she might have a week's consi- 
deration, both to resolve the doubts of con- 
science, and to advise in matters of law and 
honour ; not that her Ladysbip was unfixed 
in her own thoughts, but endeavouring to 
gain time by demurres, and protractions of 
the business, which haply the good knight 
suspecting, denied her the time desired, 
moving her Ladyship to come to New Park, 
a house of her Lord’s, a quarter of a 
mile from Lathome: and to come thither 
in her coach (no mean favour, believe it) 
where himself and his Colonells would meet 
her, for a full discourse and transaction of 
the business. This her Ladyship refused 
with scorne and anger, that notwithstand- 
ing her present condition, as an ignoble 
and uncivil motion, returning only this 
answer, ‘* That notwithstanding her present 
condition. she remembered both her Lord’s 
honour and her own birth; conceiving it 
more knightly, that Sir Thomas Fairfax 
should wait upon her, than she upon 
him.” 

Thursday and Friday (Feb. 29th and 
March Ist) were spent in letters and mes- 
sages, his Generallship at last requiring free 
access for two of his Colonells, and assur- 
ance of safe return, unto which her Lady- 
ship condescended. 2d March, on Satur- 
day, Mr. Ashton and Mr. Rigby vouchsafed 
to venture their persons into Lathome- house, 
being authorised bythe General to propound 
the following conditions:—1st, That all arms 
and ammunition of war shall be forthwith 
surrendered into the hands of Sir Thomas 
Fairfax.—2ndly, That the Countess of Der- 
by and all the persons in Lathome-house, 
shall be suffered to depart with all their 
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goods to Chester, or any other of the ene- 
mies quarters, or upon submission to the 
orders of Parliament, to their own houses. 
—3rdly, That the Countess with her menial 
servants, shall be suffered to inhabit in 
Knowsley-house, and to have twenty mus- 

uets allowed for her defence, or to repair 
to the Earl her husband in the Isle of Man.— 
4thly, That the Countess for the present, 
untill the Parliament be acquainted with it, 
shall have allowed her for her maintenance, 
all the lands and revenues of the Earl her 
husband, within the hundred of Derby, and 
that the Parliament shall be moved to con- 
tinue her this allowance. 

These conditions her Ladyship rejected, 
as in part dishonourable, in part uncertain : 
adding withal, she knew not how to treat 
with them, who had not power to perform 
their own offers, till they had first moved 
the Parliament ; telling them it were a more 
sober course, first to acquaint themselves 
with the pleasure of the Parliament, and 
then to move accordingly ; but for her part 
she would not trouble the good Gentlemen 
to petition for her, she would esteem it a 
greater favour to permit her to continue in 
her present humble condition. The two 
Colonells being blank in their treaty, spent 
their stay in wise instructions to her Lady- 
ship, and unjust accusations of her friends 
tnd servants, which she not only cleared. 
but nobly and sharply returned upon their 
religious agents; so that the grave men 
being disappointed both of their wit and 
malice, returned as empty as they came. 
Sunday was their sabbath ; on Monday Mr. 
Ashton came again alone, with power to re- 
ceive her Ladyship’s propositions, and con- 
vey them to his Generall, (a notable and 
trusty employmert) in those terms :—lIst, 
Her Ladyship desired a months time for her 
quiet continuance in Lathome, and then 
herself and children, her friends, souldiers, 
and servants, with all her goods, arms, and 
ordinance to have free transport to the Isle 
of Mann, and in the mean time that she 
should keep a garrison in her house for her 
own defence —2ndly, She promised that 
neither during her stay in the country, nor 
after her coming to the Isle of Mann, any 
of the arms should be employed against the 
Parliament.—3rdly, That during her stay 
in the country, ro souldiers, should be 
quartered in the Lordship of Lathome, nor 
afterwards any garrison to be put into La- 
thome, or Knowsley-house.—4thly, That 
none of her tenants, neighbours, or friends 
then in the house with her, should, for 
assisting her, suffer in their persons or 
esates, after her departure. 

In the first of these she struck at more 
time. In the second she understood the 
Parliament of the three states at Oxford 
with his Majesty, knowing no other. In 
the time she laboured to remove impedi- 
ments that might hinder the victualling of 
her house. In the fourth she gave a colour 


of whom, in her treaty, she showed an ho. 
nourable care. These propositions returned 
by Mr. Ashton, were interpreted to the 
right sense, being apprehended too full of 
danger and policy to be allowed, as only 
beating at more time and means: that her 
Ladyship might use that opportunity to con- 
firm herself in her fastness: and_ therefore 
in his answer, Sir Thomas thus qualified 
them to a better understanding. Ist, That 
the Countess of Derby shall have the time 
she desired, and then liberty to transport 
her arms and goods to the Isle of Mann, 
excepting the cannon, which shall continue 
there for the defence of the house. 2dly, 
That her Ladyship by ten a clock to mor- 
row disband all her souldiers, except her 
meniall servants, and receive an officer and 
forty Parliament souldiers for her guard. 
This, as the last resolve of all their coun- 
cells, with some terrible presages of the 
danger she stood in, was deliverd to her 
Ladyship by one (17) Morgan, one of Sir 
Thomas’s colonells, a little man, short and 
peremtory, who met with staidness and 
judgment to cool his heat, and had the ho- 
nour to carry back this last answer, for her 
Ladyship could serve them to no more de- 
lays. ‘‘ That she refused all their articles, 
and was truly happy they had refused hers, 
protesting that she would rather hazard her} 
life than offer the likeagain ; thatthough a wo- | 
man,anda stranger divorced from her friends, 
and robbed of her estate, she was ready to 
receive their utmost violence, trusting in God 
both for protection and deliverance.” Being 
now disappointed in their plott, who ex- 
pected a quick despatch with the afflicted 
lady, by a tame surrendry of her house, 
having scattered very fearful apprehensions 
of their great.guns, their mortar-piece, their 
fire-works, and engineers; after all their 
consults they prepare for action, when they 
find her Lacyship as fearless of their empty 
terrours, as carefull to prevent a reall dan- 
ger: ne minimo quidem casui locum relinqui 
debuissi. She is willing to understand the 
power of her enemy, and studious to prevent 
it leaving nothing within her eye, to be ex- 
cused afterwards by fortune or negligence, 
adding to her former patience a most re- 
solved and Christian fortitude. 

All the treaties broke off, Rigby being of 
the same judgment with him in the histo- 
rian, [Otho (24) in Tacit. lib. 1.] That no 
delay in that enterprise is to be used, which 
now will commend. before it be ended, fell 
immediately into execution. The next 
morning discovered some of the enemies 
works which were begun about musquet 
shot from the House, in a stooping, declin- 
ing ground, that their pioneers by the na- 
ture of the place, might be secured from 
our ordnance on the towers, and so in an 
orb or ringwork, cast up much earth every 
day, by the multitudes of country people 
forced to the service. After three days 
(7th 8th and 9th March): finding a fixed- 


to keep her house for the service of his 
Majesty, against all his enemies; on Sun- 
day they employed six neighbours of the 
best rank, in a petition to her Ladyship, 
having thrust a farm into their hands, and 
prepared their heads with instructions, as 
by confession now appears: That in duty 
to her Ladyship, and love to their country, 
they most humbly beseech her to prevent 
her own personall danger, and the impo- 
verishing the whole country, which she 
might do, if she pleased to slacken some- 
thing of her severe resolutions, and in part 
condescend to the offers of the gentlemen, 
These her Ladyship received with all cour- 
tesie, discoursing unto them the nature of 
former treaties, and the order of her pro- 
ceedings, and this so smoothly and win- 
ningly, that the good men were satistied, 
and had little more to say, but—“ God save 
the King, and the Earl of Derby!” For 
answer to their paper, she told em, “ It 
was more fit that they petition the gentlemen 
who robbed and spoiled their country, than 
her, who desired only a quiet stay in her 
own house, for preservation, not spoil of 
her neighbours.” One of the six, of more 
ability and integrity than the rest, reported 
the whole business of their answer and en- 
tertainment, as a true subject to his Ma- 
jesty, and a faithfull friend to her Lady- 
ship, with which the noble Colonells were 
moved to more propositions, in meer mer- 
cy, if you might believe ’em, to her Lady- 
ship and her children, The next day, there- 
fore, Captain (17) Ashurst, a man that 
deserves a fairer character than the rest, 
for his own civil behaviour, brought a new 
message to her Ladyship, in these termes ; 
Ist, That all former conditions be waived. 
—2dly, That the Countess of Derby, and 
all persons in the house, with all arms, 
ordnance and goods shall have liberty to 
march to what part of the kingdom they 
please, and yield up the House to Sir 
Thomas Fairfax.—-3dly, That the arms, 
should never be employed against the Par- 
liament.—5thly, That all within the House 
excepting a hundred persons, should de- 
part presently, and the rest within ten 
days. 

The message read, her Ladyship perceived 
they began to cool in their enterprize, and 
therefore, to lend ’em some new heat, return- 
ed this answer by the Captain—* That she 
scorned to yield herself a ten days’ prisoner 
to her own house, judging it more noble, 
whilst she could, to preserve her liberty by 
armes, than to purchase a peace with slavery. 
‘ Pax servientibus gravior quam libris bellum.” 
—[Liv. lib. 30.] And what assurance,” 
said she, ‘have I, either of liberty or the 
performance of any conditions, when my 
strength is gone? I have received under 
the hands of some eminent personages, that 
your Generall is not very conscientious in 
the performance of his subscriptions; so 
that from him I must expect an insincere 








of her deport and content-to her souldiers, 


ness and a resolution in her Ladyship still 


agreement. Pax Samnitica, paz infidia, pa» 
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sucerta. Tis dangerous treating, when 
the sword is given unto the enemies hand, 
and therefore (her Ladyship added) that 
not aman should depart her house. That 
she would keep it, whilst Gad enabled her, 
against all the King’s enemies, and in brief, 
that she would receive no more messages 
without an express of her Lords pleasure. 
who she now heard, was returned from the 
Isle of Mann, and to whom she referred 
them for the transaction of the whole busi- 
ness, considering that frequent treaties are 
a discouragement to the souldiers besieged, 
as a yieldance to some want or weakness 
within, and so the first key that commonly 
opens the gate to the enemy. 

‘fo secure and confirm ber answer, the 
next day being Tuesday, 100 Foot, com- 
manded by Captain Farmer, a Scotchman, 
a faithfull and gallant souldier, with Lieu- 
tenant Brettergh ready to second him in 
‘any service, and some 12 Horse, (our 
whole cavalry) commanded by Lieutenant 
Key, sallyed out upon the enemy; and 
beeause the sequell of every business de- 
pendeth much upon the beginning, the Cap- 
tain determined to do something that might 
yemember the enemy: there were souldiers 
within; he marched up to their works with. 
out a shot, and then firing upon them in 
their trenches, they quickly left their holds; 
when Lieutenant Kay having wheel'd about, 
with his horse from another gate, fell upon 
them in their flight with much execution. 
They slew about thirty men, took. forty 
arms, one drum, and six prisoners. The 
wmain retreat was this day made good by 
Captain Ogle, a gentleman industrious to 
return the courtesie which some of their 
party showed unto him when he was taken 
prisoner in the battle of Edge-hill. Dhe 
other passage was carefully secured by 
Captain Rawsthorne. Not one of ours was 
that day slain or wounded. By the prison- 
ers we understood the purpose of the enemy 
‘was to starve the house, the commanders 
having courage to pine a lady, not to fight 
with her. ¥9th, 14th, 15th, 16th, March. 
The four days following passed without 
much action on either side, saving, that 
- the garrison gave them some night alarums, 
which to some ministered an occasion of 
running away; to others of belying their 
own courage, that they had repulsed the 
garrison souldiers, and slain thousands out 
of hundreds, 17th. On Sunday night the 
commanders under her Ladyship resolved 
ta, try their watches, and therefore at three 
o'clock in the morning, Captain Chisnall; 
a man of known courage and resolution, 
Lieutenant Brettergh, and Lieutenant 
Heape, with only 30° musketeers, issued 
out of the back gates, to surprise the enemy 
it their new trenches: but they discovering 
some of the light matches, ran faster than 
the Captain or his souldiers could’ pursue, 
sécuriig’ their flight in a wood close, by, 
whieré, fiot’willing ‘to engage his souldiers 
in unnecessary danger, he left ’em, only 





killed two or three, and chasing all the 
rest in flight. These sallies and frequent 
allarums so diseased the enemy, that their 
works went slowly on, having been three 
weeks, and yet not cast up one mount 
for ordnance. But now for their own 
security, to keep off our men with their 
cannon, they hasten the business, with 
the loss of many men’s lives, compelled 
to do so desperate a service. It moved 
both wonder and pity to see multitudes of 
poor people so enslaved by the Reformers’ 
tyranny ; they would stand the musquet, 
and loose their lives, to save nothing! so 
near are these to the times complained of 
in the historian (24) Tacitus, when the 
world no less fears men for their voices, than 
once it honoured them for their virtues. 
19th. On Tuesday night they brought up 
one piece of cannon. 20th. Wednesday 
morning gave us some sport; they then 
plaid their cannon three shoots, the ball 
six pound. ‘They first tryed the wall, which 
being found proof without the least yield- 
ance, or much impression, they afterwards 
shot higher, to beat down pinnacles and 
turrets, or else to please the women that 
came to see the spectacle. 





(To be continyed. ) 




















[ORIGINAL.} 


A PARAPHRASE 


ON THE. BEGINNING OF THE. TWELFTH, CHAPTER. 
OF ECCLESIASTES. 
—<—>_—_ 
“ Remember thy Creator in the days” &e._ 
ys 
In youth’s gay season ere those moments fly, 
That paint thy cheek and sparkle in-thine eye ; 
While health and vigour. bless thy.morn of life, 
While yet unknown pale care and pining grief, 
Ere yet the generous glow that fires thy soul, 
Maturer age and caution shall controul, 
Ere time shall teach the truth of what I sing, 
And sad experience give my word a sting, 
Think on thy maker in those blooming days, 
Nor fail the tribute of thy early praise. 
Se when the hour of trial shall draw near, 
And round thee gath’ring storms appear, 
When.pain and grief shall rend thy lab’ring breast, 
By, eyery. dire calamity opprest, 
Yet.even then, when human help is-vain, 
Thy sinkiug soul his goodness shall sustain ; 
Habitual piety shall. shield thy. heart, 
And turn aside affliction’s venom’d:dart : . 
Thy, youth’s first choice shall prove thy. steady friend, 
His care preserve thee, and his power defend. 


M, S. 
Liverpool, 





a! hung on each lip when our-staut gallent ship 


VERSES. 


Sung by the sole surviver of the Crew of the mm cama 
: wretched on the Coast of ‘ales. 
—=—_ 
The storm-troubled:deep howls. no more steep, 
The blue waters eh in their Bacay these 
The soft sunny gale fills the fisherman’s sail, 
And the elements reap new destruction in sleep, 
That so lately were warring in madness. 


Poor Will saved again.from the perilous main 
Beholds the green vale af his —_ ‘ 

Cast away on the coast, no wealth can he boast, 

Save a heart, where distress never pleaded in vain, 
And Anna her love and her trun. 


And blame not, ye fair, that-in pleasure or care 
The sailor your fayours imploreth ; 
When the dark bounding waves he undauntedly braves, 
O where, when returning, a boon can he share, . 
Like the smiles of-the maid he adoreth. : 


Whether plowing the seas with the favouring breeze. 
Or cradled in storms on the ocean, - 

In the chill polar snow, or in India’s glow, 

In his day-dream of fancy fair wyman he sees, 
The star of his ardent devotion. 


At the chill midnight hour, ’neath the sky’s sullen low’r 
When o’er the wide waters careering; 
Whee me pisilere " blest howls round the tall mast, 
ough drenched en his watch, by the cold briny. show’ 
Still the thought of his Sally py ecbe ag pene 


And, oh ! should he meget.the proud enemy’s fleet, 
For his country he’ll do or en die ; ‘ 

Should he Jose ev'ry spar, the red banner of war 

Shall be victory’s garb, or his gay winding sheet; 
And his death you'll recoid with a sieH. 


Should the tempest. awake,and his bark overtake, 
When the lightnings dart forth in fierce glare ; 


When the thunder is loud from the black bursting cloud, 
/Should o’er him the:sea all infariate break; 


Overwhelmed—then he, hopes for-your PRAYER. 


tood for home with the. favourite breeze ;. 
Her wings spreading wide, o’er the blue crested tide; 
How gracefully stooping her sides would:she dip, 
While.she trod like a giant the seas! 


Oh! how brave ’tis to sweep in the bark-o’er the 
Top- gallant sails proudly. unfurl’d.! deers 
Uncurb’d are our sauls, as the billow. that, rolls, 
With adventurous pore every land we explore, 
Qur.dominion—our country world. 


ht sparkled each eye when ‘* Land” was the cry; 
very hope was concentred in home: 
And, crowded with sail, to the favouring gale 
She rushed, with the speed ofthe scud o’er the sky, 
And:bathed all her sides in the foam. 


Each fixed his fond gaze, to descry, through the haze, 
The hills he in in aney ew 5 
And, in fancy’s gay flight, pictured scenes of delight.: 
When the black scowling clouds quenched: the sun’s, 
latest rays, 
And the gale more infuriate grew. 


The birds round the mast screamed wild on the blast ; 
In the might of the tempest arrayed, 
The fiends of the deep, from their treacherous-sleep» 
Araused, at the sound, fast marshalling round, 
The war-dance of destruction displayed. 


Now scudding, yet bold, up channel she rolled, 
Nor a sail but the foresail unfurled ; 

When a sea breaking in, witha cataract din, 

Rushed over her deck, and—-swept from his hoki 
In the gulph a brave comrade was hurl’d! 


The oar and the coop were launched from the poop s 

| Ft was needless; what mortal could save! 

Tumultuous and dark, no form could we mark: 

One. cry—,twas his last ! was heard on the blast,. 
The next howled o’er his billowy grave. 


Now beat the big rain, but quelled, not the main, 
And no beacon light could we hail ; 

beret the rude vines our er em gee fell, 

An ‘oresail to urge her speed o’er the 5 
Was scattered in shreds on the gale.. nis 


Then was the dread cty, the breakers are nigh:; 
wind | 


Quick, prepare, bring -the ship.to the wind 
But, alas ! ahuge sea brought Lier down by the lee, 
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And she struck the bare rock, with a ruinous shock, 

And no land, through the night; could we find. 
And the billows arose, like the Alps in their snows, 
*~ And burst in wild rage o’er the deck ; 


Then.crashed every beam, then burst every seam ; 


Andthough Hope, shrieking, fled, nota tear didwe shed, 


But silently clung to the wreck. 


One wave, skyward whirled, o’er us thundering hurled: 


Death rode on the brink of the steep. 
@! methinks I still hear the loud rush on-my-ear, 


And the shriek when she crashed, against the rocks 


dashed, 
And in fragments was strewed o’er the deep. 


And hard was thestrife with the waters for life; 
The death-cry was drowned in the gale ; 


comrades so brave struggled long with the wave, 
ee own-down they sank. One was borne ona plank, 


Qnly aue to relate the sad tale. 


And my shipmates so brave toiled long with the wave, 


And they sank in the dark boiling swell ; 
With the traceless surf, for a smooth grassy turf ; 
But the winds, chanted tong their requiem song 

And the thunder pealed loudly their knell. 


Though no gilded tomb record their fell doom, 
Their mem’ry the brave will revere ; : 
And, ye fair, do not blame their last tender claim ; 


They claiay the sad boon of a TEAR. 








DUELLIN G. 


ject, which appeared in No 16, page 125. 
- 


« The point of honour has been deemed of use, 
To teach good manners, and to curb abuse ; 
Admit it true, the consequence is clear, 

Our polish’d manners are a mask we wear. 
And at the bottom barbarous still and rude, 
We are restrained.indeed, but not subdued. 
The very remedy, however sure, 
Springs-ftom the mischief it intends to cure, 
And savage in. its principle appears, 

Tried, as it should be, by the fruit it bears. 
’Tis hard indeed, if nothing will defend 
Mankind from quarrels but their fatal end ? 
That now and then a hero must decease, 
That the surviving world may live in peace. 
Perhays at last close scrutiny may show 

The practice dastardly, and mean, and low; 
That men engage in it compelled by-force, 
And fear, not courage, is its proper source, 
The'féar of tyrant:custom, and the fear 

Liest fops should censure us, and fools should sneer. 
At least to. trample, on our Maker's laws, 

And hazard life for any or no cause; 

‘Fo rush into a fixed eternal state, 

Out. of the very flames of rage and ‘hate, 
Or-send.another shivering to the bar 

With all the guilt of such unnatural war, 
‘Whatever use may urge, or: honour'plead, 

On reason’s.verdict; is a madman’s deed. 

Am. [te set my: life upon a throw, 

Because‘a bear is:'rudeand surly? Nom 

A moral, sensible, and ‘well-bred man, 

Walt not afront me, and no other can. 

Were I empowered to regulate. the lists; 

‘Phey should encounter with well-loaded fists : 
A-Trojau.combat would be something new, 
Let Dares beat; ENTELLUs black and bhie; 
‘Phen-each might show: to his admiring friends, 
In honourable bumps his rich amends, 

And carry in contusions of his skull, 

A satisfactory receipt in full.” .. 





XUM 


For their children distressed—yonr hearts tell the rest, 
J.S. W. 


——— 

The following extract from Cowper’s Poem on‘ CON- 
WERSATION,” may be acceptable to-our readers, as an 
priate continuation of the essay on the same sub- 





AMERICAN HUMOUR. 
—_— 

(> We have seldom met with a better specimen of hu- 
mour in an American work than that which wenow present 
to our readers. If involuntary and irresistible laughter be 
any criterion of merit in compositions of this description, 
we may class this dissertation amongst the best we ever 
remember to have enjoyed, as we were, actually, more 
than once, in course of its perusal, obliged to lay down 
the paper, in order to hold our sides. The first reading 
was a sort of literary game of ** Laugh and lay down.” 


ON SHAKING HANDS. 
LFrom the Boston Daily Advertiser.] 
<——— 


Mr. Editor,—There are few things of more common 
aecurrance than ing hands; and yet I do not recol- 
lect that much has been speculated upon the subject. I 
confess that when I consider to what unimportant and 
fatile concerns the attention of writers and readers have 
been directed, I am surprised that no one has been found 
to handle so important a subject as this; and attempt to 
give the F wwe a rational view of the doctrine and dis- 
cipline of shaking hands. It is a subject on which I 
have myself theorised a good deal, and I beg leave to 
offer you a few remarks on the origin of the practice, 
and the various forms in which it is exercised, 

I have been unable to find in the ancient writers, any 
distinct mention of shuking hands. They followed the 
heartier practice of hugging or embracing, which has 
not wholly disappeared among grown persons in Europe, 
and children in our country, and has unquestionably the 
advantage on the score of cordiality. 

When the ancients trusted the business of salutation 
to the hands alone, they joined but did not shake them ; 
and although I find frequently such pirsene as jungere 
dextras hospitio, 1 do not recollect of having met with 
that of agifare dectras. Yam inclined to think that the 

ractice‘grew up in the ages'of chivalry, when the cum- 
conan iron mail in which the knights were cased, pre- 
vented their embracing: and when, with fingers clothed 
in steel, the simple touch, or joining of the hands would 
but have been cold welcome; so that a prolonged junc- 
tion wasia natural resort, to express cordiality ; and as 
it would have been awkward to keep the hands unem- 
ployed in this position a gentle agitation or shaking 
might naturally have been introduced. How long the 
practice may have remained in this incipient stage, it is 
impossible in the silence of history, to say; nor is 
there any thing in the Chronicles de Philip de Comines, 
or the Byzantine historians, which enables us to trace 
the progress of the art into the forms in which it now 
exists among us. 

Without therefore availing myself of the theorists, to 
supply, by conjecture, the absence of history or tradi- 
tion, I shatl pass immediately to the enumeration of 
these forms : 

1. The pump-handle shake is the first which deserves 
notice. It is executed by taking your friend’s hand, 
and working it up and down, through an arc of fifty 
degrees, for about a minute and a half. To have its 
name, force and character, this shake should be perform- 
ed. with asteady motion. No attempts should be made 
to give it grace, and still less, vivacity ; as the few ins 
stanees‘in which the latter has-been tried, have uniformly 
resulted in dislocating the shoulder of the person, on 
whom it has been attempted. On the contrary, persons 
who are partial to the pump-handle shake, should be at 
some pains to give an equable, tranquil, movement to 
the operation, which should-on-no account be continued, 
after perspiration on the part of your friend has com- 
menced. 

2. The pendulum shake may be mentioned next, as 
being: somewhat similar in character; but moving, as 
the name indicates, in a horizontal, instead of'a perpen- 
dicular direction. It is executed by sweeping your 
hand horizontally towards your friend’s, and after the 
junction’ is*effected, according to ‘the pleasure of the 
parties.. The only caution in its ‘use, which needs: par- 
ticularly be: given, is not to insist on performing: it ina) 
plane, strictly parallel to the horizon, when you meet 
with a person’ who has been educated tothe pump-hanile 
shake: It is well known that people: cling’to forms 
in which they have ‘been educated, even when the'sub- 
stance’ is. sacrificed in! adhering ‘to them. I had°two 
uncles; both ee tere — whom had been 
brought up:in theipump-handie shake, and the other ‘bad 
brought.home the: pentiulum, from a foreign voyage. 
They met,:joined:hands,: and attempted to put them: in’ 


motion. They were neither of them feeble men. One 
endeavoured to pump, and the other to_ paddle; their 
faces reddened ; and it was at last a pleasing illustration 
of the doctrine of the composition of forces, to see their 
hands slanting diagonally ; in which line they ever after 
shook: but it was plain to see there was no cooeral io 
it; and as usually the case with compromises; both 
parties were discontented. b wiks 

8. The tourniquet is the next in im ce. Tt de- 
rives its name from the instrument made use of by sur- 

eons, to stop the circulation of blood in a limb about to 
amputated. It is performed by clasping the hand of 
your friend as far.as you can in your own, and then cen- 
tracting the muscles of your thumb, fingers and palm, 
till you have induced any degree of compression you 
may propose in the hand of your friend. Particular 
care ought to be taken, if your own hand is as hard and 
as big as a frying-pan, and that of your friend as small 
and soft as a young maiden’s, not to make use of the 
tourniquet shake to the degree that will force the small 
bones of the wrist out of place. It is also seldom safe 
to apply it to gouty persons. A hearty friend of mine, 
who pursued the study of geology, and acquired an 
uausual hardness and strength of hand and wrist, by 
the use of the hammer, on returning from a scien 
excursion, gave his. gouty uncle the penne shake, 
with such severity, as reduced the old gentleman’s fin- 
gers to powder; for which my friend had the pleasure of 
being disinherited, as soon as his uncle’s fingers got 
enough to hold a pen. 3 

4. The cordial grapple is a shake of some interest. It 
isa hearty boisterous agitation of your friend’s hand, 
accompanied with moderate pressure, and loud cheerful 
exclamations of welcome. It is an excellent: travelling 
shake, and well adapted to make friends: It-is'indis+ 
criminately performed. 

5. The Peter Grievous touch isin oppositionto the cors 
dial grapple. It is a pensive, tranquil junction, # cast 
er andan inarticulateenqutry after your friend’s 

ealth 

6. The prude major and pride minor are monopolized 
by ladies. They cannot fe accurately described; but 
are constantly to be noticed in practice: They never 
extend beyond the fingers; and the prude major allows 
you to touch them only down to-the seeond joint. The 
prude minor gives you the whole of the fore finger. Con- 
siderable skill may be shown‘in performing these, with 
nice variations, such as‘extending the left hand, instead 
of the right, or stretching a'new glossy kid glove over 
Hs pe hy rr long list, Sir, of the gripe royad 

might go throtigh a long list, Sir, of the gripe ri 
the save-mill shake, ard the shake with po aan 
but these are only factitious combinations of the three 
fundamental forms already described, as tlie pump hans 
die the pendulum and the tourniquet ; the loving pat, the 
reach romantic, andthe sentimental clasp, may be re= 
duced in the main movements to their varios combi 
nations and modifications of the cordial grapple. Peter 
Grievous touch, and the prude major and minor. | 1 
should trouble you with a few remarks, in conclusion, 
on the modes of shaking hands, as an indication of cha~ 
racters, but as I see a friend coming up the avenue, who 
is addicted to the pump handle,-I dare not tire my wrist 
by further writing. 
Your humble seryant, . 
SILAS: SHAKEWELL. 

Saugus, Sept. 12, 1820. 

P. S.—When shall we see you, Mr. Hale, among us. 
I long to take your hand. You need not fear me; t 
make use of the Peter Grievous touch, almost exclusively. 








A MODERN’ST. CECILIA: 


The Ravenna Gazette is fill'of'a tritmiph of Signora 
Rosa Moranni, a celebrate singer, which she' herself 
announces. She says; ‘* she has received permission? 
to be publicly crowned; that she’ will: sing-with hex 
usual et particularly ‘the magnificent rondo; 
which: has ‘always’ béén received with such rapturots ap. 
plawse. That, acéording to’ usua?’ custom; a’ goldeti 
shower will fall with innumerable’ sonnéts; panégyrity; 
&e. in which admiration will: be'expréssed in the midst 
beautiful verses: atid-after' this, several cupids will dée- 
scend, with garlands'of fidwers,~ doves and other birds’ 
and in the midst of this opera- , the crown is te 
be placed’ on the: head of the Aftér ‘this exhibi? 
tion, this: inéomparable’ sihgér Wil? be drawiy honie in’ # 
splendid--cartiage with ‘hérdess accompanied’ witht 
beattifal music: all tle streets will be i fited’,” 
fire-works displayed in her hondar; and’ shé 
amidsé'a discharge of granades, setpetits;* 





rockets.” 
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Miliscellantes. 


GANDER VERSUS PIKE. 





A medical gentleman, with whom we happened to 
cenverse the other night, mentioned to us the following 
anecdote:—Several years ago, a farmer, who resided in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Lochmaben, kept a 

* gander, who not only hadagreat trick of wandering him- 
- self, butalsodelighted in piloting forth his cackling har- 
em to weary themselves in circumnavigating their na- 
tive lake, or in straying amidst forbidden fields on 
the opposite shore. Wishing to check this vagrant ha- 
bit, he one day seized the gander just as he was about 
to spring into the breast of his favourite element, and 
tying a huge fishing-ticok to his leg, to which was at- 
tached part of a dead frog, he suffered him to proceed 
‘on his voyage of discovery. As had been anticipated, 
this bait soon caught the eye of a greedy pike, which 
swallowing the dead! hook, not only arrested the pro- 
gress of the astonished gander, but forced him to 
sperform half a dozen of sommersets on the surface of 
the water! For some time the struggle was most 
amusing—the fish pulling, and the bird screaming with 
‘all its might—the one attempting to fly, and the other 
to swim from the invisible enemy—the gander the one 
moment losing and the next regaining the centre of 
gtavity, and casting between whiles many a rueful look 
at bls snow-white fleet of geese and goslings, who 
cackled out their sympathy for their afflicted commo- 
dore. At length victory decided in favour of the fea- 
thered angler, who bearing away for the nearest shore, 
landed on the smooth green grass, one of the finest 
ikes ever caught in the Castle-loch. ‘This adventure 
is saidto have cured.the gander of his propensity for 
wandering: but on this point we are inclined to be a 
little sceptical—particularly as we lately heard, that at 
the Reservoir, near Glasgow, the country people are in 
the habit of employing ducks in this novel mode of fish- 
ing. We cannot, to be sure, vouch for this last fact ; 
but in the days.of yore, hawks were taught to bring 
down woodcocks and muirfowl, and why might not a 
similar course of training enable ducks to bring up 
pikes and perches ?—Dumfries Courier. 





- A letter from Batavia gives the following particulars 
of a wild woman, who had been taken in the interior of 
the island of Java. She does not speak, but imitates the 
noise of many animals. The sound of her voice very 
much resembles the felping of puppies. She runs on 
her hands and feet, cli trees with facility, leaping 
from branch to branch like apes. Birds or game rarely 
escape her. She appears to be about thirty years of age. 
It is su that she was ted from her friends 
at an early age, and has grown up among animals, and 
become assimilated to them in manners and habits. 
Unsuccesful attempts have been made to habituate her 
to human nourishment. 





Indian Su; 
extract of a letter from a young 
to one of his relations, that the ice of hu- 
man sacrifices still prevails, even under the very nose of 
the Britsh capital in India. Should not something be 
risked for the sake of abolishing a custom so abominable? 

“ Calcutta, 30th March, 1820.—After the Princess 
Charlotte left:this place for Liv » not having much 
to do, I went up the country, a little above Nuddea, but 
was much disappointed in the general appearance of the 
country. It is all as flats a bowling green, and no 
ehange whatever in the scenery ; all puddy fields, jungle, 
and a beggarly vi Having heard of a frightful cere- 
mony that was to take place, I\am much afraid when I 
tell you that I went to see it, you will think me possessed 
of no feeling whatever ; for it was the most horrid sight 
o peches ya ap I trust that I Pn ys never see 

such a sight again. e ceremony was that of burning 
two women with their dead husband. I can assure 
you I saw two women deliberately throw themselves 
upon the pile where their dead husband ‘was lying, and 
smmediately three men jumped upon the pile, and tied 
the am 5 py then laid two bombooes across 
them, and a tity of reeds and wood over them, 
after which the son of one of the women set fire to 
the pile, and it was instantly in a blaze, when the crowd 
made a most horrid noise, £0 op Semelsiely to deere any 
eries the poor creatures might make. ‘The natives ap- 
peared as much as if they had been a set of 
achoolboys over a ,. lo most sincerely hi 
that goverment may be induced to stop this horrible 


stitions.—It will be seen by the following 
tleman of this town 
orrible 


THE NEW CONTINENT. 


r [From recent American papers.) 


in the Pacific Ocean, south of Cape Horn, has been 
known to brother Jonathan, at least so long, that a 
voyage toand from the island has actually been comple- 
ted ont of the port of Stonington, Connecticut. But less 
ambitious about the honour than the profit, he was con- 
tent, from the experience of the first voyage, to move 
on quietly in the purchase of ships, which he has done 
to the extent of seven or eight within a few months, 
all of which have ostensibly gone a whaling, but they 
have more probably gone a sealing. About two years 
ago, a ship was fitted out of this port (New York) on 
shares, for **an island unknown to any one except the 
captain, where seals, which had never been disturbed 
by man, were as tame as kittens, and more plenty 
than at any other place upon earth.” This was the 
language used to induce others, to take an interest, the 
possessors of the secret being rich in knowledge, but 
poor in purse. ‘The ship however, proceeded; but 
was unfortunately cast away, before she reached her 
destination. 

When ovr brethren of Stonington have madeas much 
as they wish by keeping the secret, we hope they will 
favour the world with some account of their discovery. 

It is probable the people of Newhaven have been 
taking some guess of the existence of this island: they, 
too, have been looking out for whale ships.—New York 
Mer, Adv. - 


most important of human discoveries. 


Annexed is the plan of a Raft, to save passengers 
and sailors when a ship is wrecked, which has been ap- 
proved of by the Royal Humane Society. A deputation 
also from the Trinity House, ex their approba- 
tion, and voted the inventor an henorary prize, which 
he ordered to be paid to the Missionary Society, and 
received a letter from the late Dr. Haweis, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt thereof. 
— 
? EXPLANATION. 

A is an oak plank, nine or ten feet long, two or three 
inches thick, and six or eight inches broad. If a deal 
plank, it would be advisable to bind some iron or lead 
with cordage to the bottom of the plank, near the ends, 
or bags of silver or gold, or any other valuable heavy 
articles, which w act as ballast, and keep the men 
upright, say 40 or 50 pounds weight each barrel; but 
lon, made with sail-cloth, and filled with sand or 
poe would be less liable to shift, or get loose. BB are 


two empty barrels or water-casks, such as would con- 


anes 1 pete oi if larger, the better. Two 
wine pipes, or butts, would do well on 12 or 14 feetplank, 
and would carry all the men that could sit on it; these 
barrels, pipes or butts, should not have any articles, put 


into them that is heavy, but only very light articles as 
&ce. for the oie buoyant the casks are, so much 


It is a singurlar fact, that the newly discovered dand 


THE PATRIOT BIRD. 


An old maiden lady who was a most determined 
espouser of the cause of the Pretender, happened to be 
possessed of a beautiful canary bird, whose vocal powers 
were the annoyance of one half of the pagiboartionl, 
and the admiration of the other. Lord Peterborough 
was very solicitous to procure this bird, as a present to 
a favourite female, who set her heart on being mistress 
of this little musical wonder; neither his Lordship’s 
entreaties nor his bribes could prevail, but so able a nes 
gociator was not to be easily foiled—he took an oppor- 
tunity of changing the bird, by substituting another 
in its cage, during some lucky moment when its vigi- 
lant protector was off her guard. The ing was 
precisely like the original, except in that parti re- 
spect which alone constituted its value, it was a perfect 
mute, and had more taste for seeds than for songs.— 
Immediately after this maneuvre, that battle which 
utterly ruined the hopes of the Preténder took place; a 
decent interval had elapsed, when his Lordship sum- 
moned up resolution to call again on the old lady, in 
order to smother all suspicion of the trick he had layed 
upon her, he was about to affect a great anxiety for the 
possession of the bird; but she saved him all trouble 
on this score, by anticipating, as she thought, his errand, 
exclaiming, ‘‘Oh! oh! my Lord! then you are come 
again, I presume, to coax me out of my dear little idol, 
but it is all in vain, he is now deaser to me than ever; 
I would not part with him for his cage full of gold!— 
Would you believe it, my Lord, from the moment that 
his Gracious Sovereign was defeated ,the sweet little fel- 





MARINE LIFE 
fp 








the better. These barrels must be water- , Closely 
two or three 





bunged up. CCCC is a small rope, 


low has not uttered a single word ! !” 


PRESESVERS. 


(+ We deem the subject of the simple invention, described below, of such vast importance that we shall venture 
to transcribe it from the Mercury ; as our two publications fall into very different hands. After having 
incurred the expense of the accompanying engraving, none of our friends will object to our making the most 
extensive use of it, and thus disseminating as widely as possible an invention, which considering its simplicity 
its certainty, and the immense advantages which may arise from its adoption, may be classed amongst the 
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times round om each side the bulge of the casks; and 
four small notches should be cut on each side the plank, 
to prevent the casks shifting off the plank. DD is a 
tope made fast: from CC to CC, on each side, to pre- 
vent the men from being washed off the plank, fixed 
under their arms, so as to leave sufficient room for them 
to row with their hands. EEEE, men sitting on the 
plank between the If the casks are large, the 
ropes D should be drawn closer, with small cordage, 
close to the ends of the casks, and one in the middle, so 
as to have just room for the men to sit between the 
ropes D, and row with their hands. 

A barrel containing 36 gallons will carry 300 pounds 
weight without sinking. Forty or 50 poundswillkeep any 
man’s head above water; there is no fear of overloading. 
I consider that water-casks, ropes, and planks, are ar« 
ticles that very few ships sail without, and wetting Bara 
means in their own power, the mariners are more likely 
to escape; and as shipwrecks more frequently happen 
in the night, and ata distance from any large town, 
assistance from land must be very uncertain. 

The only objection the inventor ever heard to this: 
plan is, that the sailors would be likely to leave the ship 
too scon ; but this is not probable, for they would not 
readily leave the ship, if there were any chance of saving 


her; besides it would be safer for the men to.sit on the 
planks till the ship goes down. 
Bialey, near Norwich. ° RC. 
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Che Mrama. 


TO THE EDITOR, 








Srr,—The favourable opinion which you were 
pleased to express upon my last communication, 
supersedes an apology for banding you the follow- 
ing remarks upon a performance which took place 
at our Theatre on Saturday last. On that evening, 
Shakspeare’s Comedy of Errors introduced to our 
boards the justly celebrated Miss Stephens, in the 
character uf Adriana. The house was full, and 
apparantly much gratified with the novelty of the 
entertainment —Here, I cannot help noticing the 
various speculations of the personas that surrounded 
me, respecting the fituess of this play for public re- 
presentation, on account of the difficulty of obtain- 
ing persons 80 much alike as to personate the two 
Antipholes and Dromios as to give probability to 
the incidents: I will just observe, that no person 
in his perfect senses ever sat ina theatre and be- 
lieved he was a spectator of scenes in real life, how- 
ever excellent the acting. i 

He, whose eyes are suifused with tears at the well 
depicted tenderness and sorrow of the Mrs. Beverly 
of Miss O'Neill, or whose mind is intensely inte- 
rested by Kean’s artful portraiture of the villany of 
Richard, or Sir Giles, in the same instant awards to 
the actor the tribute of his applause —This would 
not occur on the contemplativn of scenes in real life; 
neither deep sorrow nor madly cruel ambition are 
matter for admiration. —Again, I think, iv this par- 
ticular instance. if it were possible to have the cha- 
racters represented by persons so much alike as to 
render the mistakes a matter of course, the audience 
would be as much perplexed as the dramatis per 
sone, and thereby Jose half the mirth occasioned 
by the equivoque. 

This was Miss Stephen’s first apperance in the 
drama, in Manchester. She stuops much more than 
she did two or three years ago; but perhaps she 
appears to a disadvantage in comparison with Miss 
Mammersley.—She has a singular custom of ap- 
proaching and retiring, or rather shuffling back wards 
aud forwards, whichit isa pity she will not correct ; 
for [cannot bring myself to imagine, with Mister 
Cliv, poor gentleman! that such specimens of art- 
lessness as those he mentions in your last publication 
are beauty spots rather than blemishes. A whole 
week's extatic warbling seems to have bereaved Mr. 
Clio of his wits, or hesarely would not have adduced 
such an iucident as her incapability of suppressing 
tittering as a consideration. These are, however, 
trifing defects, and a thousand such would have 
been forgotton when the syren commenced warbling 
her * uative wood notes wild!” ”Twas then the ir- 
resistible potency of her skill was implicitly admitted 
inthe breathless silence of her audieuce. Tie full, 
elear stream of meludy, which in the lower notes of 
her voice she pours upon the ear, and the exquisitely 
touching sweetness uf the upper tones, added to the 
brilliancy of the cadences, which with a charm soft 
as twilight, she then threw arouud the whole, night, 
if heard accidentally, and ina situation similarly 
romantic, have called forth the exclamativa of 
Coimas,—that such strains 

*¢ would take the prison’d soul, 
And wrap it in Elysium.” 
lenvy not the man who could hear it with indiffer. 
ence. ' 

She was twice encored ; in ihe second song, and 
iu that begiuning—“ By the simplicity of Venus’ 
doves,” 

Miss Hammersley sung her first song extremely 
well, but the secoud was miserably flat. The upper 
tuves of this lady’s voice are exceedingly good; but 
1 do not think she takes sufficient pains to improve 
herself in science. IT hope she will not fall in 
love with the beauty-spots named above, and there 
will then be hopes of her being as good a singing 
actress as Mr. Larkin is a singing actor. Would to 
God, this gentleman would leave off roiling bis head 








about, “ like a Mandarin in a tea-shop,” when he is 
singiug. Itisa pity we had no song from him; his 
voice does not suit glees, his falcetto is not suffi- 
ciently round for the alto, in a four part glee. 
* Blow, blow, thou mighty Wiud,” and “ Under the 
Greenwood Tree,” (particular the latter) are very 
gvod glees—Mr. Browa’s acting in the scene be- 
tween the sisters was goud: the witchery of Miss 
Stepheus’s sivging would sometimes force a glance 
of attention, predisposed as faucy seemed to be to 
worship * the Goddess of his idulatry,” he, however, 
sometimes repulsed the lady somewhat roughly. 

The revival of the * Comedy of Errors,” “ by ad- 
ding to the stock of those harmless pleasures that 
gladden life,” is highly creditable to the taste and 
philanthropy of the persons who have revived it ; 
and the pvetical embellishments are exceedingly 
proper, The poctry of Shakspeare is alone worthy 
of being used, as illustrative of the great bard’s 
plays. 

The moral is not very appareut ; but then there is 
nothing immoral in the piece; and surely there is 
something in langhing at the couceits that could 
delight. the mind of a Shakspeare. At this repre- 
sentation I was insensibly led to compare the pre- 
seut temples devoted to the histriouic art, and the 
excellent apparatus and paraphernalia which are 
used as auxiliarics, with the mean edifices and al- 
most total want of all kiud of scenic illustrations 
which existed when the.immortal poet lived; aud a 
half-formed wish rose in my mind, that he could be 
present at such a representation, and receive the in- 
cense due to his merit —That bis works may long 
continue to instract, reform, and delight mankind, 
and that no inipious bigot or “scurvy politician” 
may abridge one sentence in his ballowed volume, 
are the wishes of, Sir, 

Your most obedieut servant, 


Manchester, Oct. 24, 1820. J.T. 








MR. VANDENHOFF’S VIRGINIUS. 





This performance was in the two first acts inferior 
to Mr. Macready’s.. It had neither the playfulness 
nor the vigour which that gentleman threw into the 
part. In the third act, however, Mr. Vandenhoff 
began to rise proudly pre-eminent above his able 
predecessor, And it is in this precise part where 
the character rises in tragic importance. In the fine 
scene, where Virginius is informed of the dreadful 
situation of his daughter, Mr. Vandenhoff’s exer- 
tions were truly grand, aud his talents shown to 
wonderful advantage, His bursting impatience to 
hear the terrifying truth which so tardily escaped 
the unwilling lips of Lucius; his amazement, on 
being told that Claudius had claimed bis daughter ; 
his fiery indignation at the facts of his beloved child 
having been disgracefully dragged as a slave through 
the public streets of Rome ; and his dreadful pur- 
poses of vengeance, so fearfully depicted on his fea- 
tures, and in the energetic grandeur of his action; 
were all conceived in the most lofty and impassioned 
style. 

"Mr. Vandenhoff’s greatest effurta were, however, 
in the scene befure Appius Claudius, where bis 
“ property in his own child is disputed.” A more 
splendid piece of acting was never witnessed. | am 
utterly at a loss for terms to express the admiration 
excited. by the superlative genius and powers dis- 
played in this arduous part of the tragedy. The 
usual phrases, great, original, discriminating, &c. 
inadequately described the paralizing truth and vi- 
goar with which he depicted the various and con- 
tending passions; which, raising to a godlike emi- 
nence the agonized subject of them, seemed to 
wither and almost annihilate by the electrifying 
influence the base and licentious invaders of his do- 
mestic peace and honour. Many actors would ex- 
hibit with equal force some of the dreadful passions 
which tore ia pieces the lacerated soul of Virginius: 
few could have depicted the whole of them with a ra- 





pidity, truth, and energy equal to Mr. Vandeahoff, 
on this memorable occasion. 1 say memorable ; for, 
although the two first acts of Vandeuhoff’s Virginius 
may, safely for his fame, be buried iu oblivion, the 
three last can never be furgotten, 

In the second scene, act fourth, Mr, Macready 
placing his daughter’s head on his bosom, and encir- 
cling her in his arms, appears a complete picture of 
pusillanimity ; and in this manner we are to suppose 
he parades the streets of Rome; for it is thus he 
enters in the next scene which places him before the 
jadgment-seat of Appius. -This is one of those un- 
happy conceptions | alluded to in my notice of his 
performance of this character, Mr. Macready cer- 
tainly appeared the affectionate father: Mr. Vanden- 
hoff was also the affectionate father, but he did not 
forget he was likewise the intrepid Roman, whose 
rights and liberties were secured by the protecting 
laws of his country. Mr. Macready comforted his 
daugbter; Mr. Vandenhoff animated her. Rejecting, 
therefore, the effeminate style of playing this scene 
adopted by Mr. Macready, and nobly holding his 
Virginia by the haad, he gave ineffable dignity and 
vigour to the speech, 

* Come on ! 

Fear not. It is your father’s grasp you feel. 

me on, Virginia ; 

We trust our cause to Rome and to the Gods !”” 
The next scene marked his critical attention to the 
text of his author and to the feelings and situativa 
of the mau be represented. 

He had not forgotten his fixed purpose 

: I shall walk along 

Slowly and calmly with my daughter, thus 

In my hand: 


T sa 

I'll walk along thus in the eyes of t ho Ml 
and his entrauce was in the genuine spirit of one 
deeply sensible of his injuries, but also proudly 
erect in his own superiority. His appearance thus 
before the tribunal of Appius was very highly effec- 
tive and imposing, and gave great point to the speech 
of Appius, 

You had better, 

Virginius, wear another kind of carriage, 

This is not the fashion that will serve you. 
The reply to this was energetic and affecting inthe 
highest conceivable degree. The strong feeling 
which bursts forth in the indignant exclamation, 
“ The fashion, Appius!” painted in vivid colours 
contempt for the lustful bypocrite, the undaunted 
pride and vobleness of ‘conscious rectitude, and 
astonishment that a thing so vile even as Appius 
Claudius could speak or think of the fushion it 
*% became a man to speak in : 

Whose property in his own child,—the rin 

Of his a we near to him as is py a 

His hand, his arm—yea nearer—closer far” — 
was called in question. 

The keen and appalling severity of Mr. Vanden- 
hoff’s manner, at the commencement of the speech 
from which this quotation is made; the powerfui 
workings of paternal affection as he proceeded ; aud 
the cutting irony with which he delivered the last 
line, 

‘*] pray you, tutor me,” 
laid open the very soul of Virginius, and excited one 
of those spontaneous aud rapturous bursts of ap- 
plause, which are said to be of such rare occurrence 
at Liverpool, that the first tragedians of the day have 
heen discouraged by the abseuce of this exbilirating 
stimulant to exertion. 

The fifth act, wherein Virginius appears bereft of 
reason, was pliyed with great feeling and judgment, 
The abstracteduess necessarily attendant on this 
aberration was tively depicted and ably supported 
throughout the whole of. these painfal and arduous 
scenes, 

To have quoted particular passages from a per- 
formance, the whole of which displayed the nicest 
discrimination and the purest taste, may appear un- 
necessary; but I should have done violence to my 
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feelings, had I not adverted to those that I have par- 
ticularly noticed. Itis to be lamented that the play- 
going part of our population cannot be indulged with 


a repetition of this performance before the final se-. 


cession of this distinguished actor from our theatrical 
company. Had Virginius been brought forward at 
an earlier part of the season, as the tragedy of Brutus 
was last year, the merits of the actor, and the dis- 
cernment and spirit of the towo would have secured 
to the managers their best reward. bigs 








Correspondence. 
TO THE EDITOR. 





S1r,—A French gentleman, who is said to have 
received a liberal education, and who is a professor 
of his native language in this town, contends that 
the following phrase is correct : 

‘© Mes tres chers pére et mére.” 
But as such a mode of expression, violates every 
rule of concord, I have hitherto seen, I cannot per- 
ceive its propriety; and therefore I request that 
some one of your correspondents who is a critic in 
that language, will inform me if it be warranted 
either by the decisions of the French Academy ; or 
by the authority of any ackoowledged French 
Classic. Ww. 
November 4th, 1820. 
fF ____} 
TO THE EDITOR. 
—>—- 

S1n,—I was extremely giad to see a letter in your 
last signed J. P. respecting an amateur play; and 
some of the youths of Liverpool will nut suffer this 
season to pass away as they have the last two, with- 
out a renewal of this truly laudible undertaking. 
There is not an institution in town which is not out 
of funds, particularly the Dispensary, aud although 
they cannot all be aided by our endeavours, still it 
will assist some Institution or other and be credita. 
ble to the town. Through your medium I sball be 
glad to hear from any of your correspondents, and 
in the mesa time am yours truly, 

J.H.P. 








TO THE EDITOR. 





Srr—In admiration of the beautiful Spire of St. 
Michael’s Church, I had determined to suppress some 
observations on what I considered to be blemishes in other 
parts of that magnificent and well-built structure; 
which I proudly hailed as the finest architectural orna- 
ment of our town. I had determined not to notice the 
heavy entablature over the piliars at the east end, with- 
out an urn or ornament to relieve its sombre massiness 
—having the appearance of a stone coffin, and raised 
higher the other part of the wall, on purpose, a 
penne, to introduce into the descent two miserably 

at scrolls or figures of S, which bear no affinity what- 
ever to any other part of the building; and the whole 
forming a striking contrast to the airy and elegant front. 
I anticipate in answer to this, an overwhelming account 
of as er and orders, clouded in all the 
obscure of judging by ancient art.—But I claim 
the privilege of judging by an untutored perception of 
heen and I contend, that if in dearth of invention 
we assume the style of the masters, whose works 
are now mouldering amidst the fallengrandeurof Greece 
and of Rome, we ought at least, whilst we imitate their 
beauties, to al their defects. These would have 
passed unnoticed ; but the finishing of the spire, other- 
wise a finely joned structure, has ¢licited these 
few remarks. We have, Sir, a crown stone or capital, 

of am size ;and which placed upon what seems 
. the slenderest part of the spire, without any intervening 
ftowerwork or tracery, as at the top of St. Thomas's, 
appears as if perched upon a pivot. So close to thisstone, 
tat it allmost appears restingupon it, we have.aball, like 


the globe on the shoulders of Atlas. Thus, although 
the spire was intended, as others are, to point towards 
heaven, are these two huge bodies piled upon it, as if to 
say, ** thus far shalt thou . and no ST 
the top is a large cross, after the fashion of the artns of a 
windmill, all sidesalike. ‘The propriety of across I will 
not dispute, although I prefer the usual costume of the 
weathercock, not only from its lighter appearance on @ 
delicate spire, but that, by assuming a variety of posi- 
tions, a sort of novelty of is given to the 
whole: besides it lets the goed folka know ** which way 
the wind blows.” AsI have already paid a considera- 
ble sum towards the erection of this church, although 
it will to me only be as an ornament, I call upon some 
of our spirited townsmen to solicit the removal of both 
these prominent defects, and the substitution of some- 
thing more accordant with the lightness and proportions 
of the building. Ww. 


fratural Historp. 
Interesting Vegetable Phenomenon.—The ash tree, 
which is this year unusually full of fruit or seeds, com- 
monly called keys, will be found worthy the attention 
of those who are fond of the curiosities of nature. The 
pod of the fruit is in shape like a bird’s tongue, having 
only one cell that contains a seed of the same shape. 
By opening the pod carefully with a penknife, the um- 
bilical cord will be found running from the stalk to the 
upper end of the fruit, where it enters to convey the 
nourishment to the germ, in which (on opening from the 
reverse end) will be found the future tree, so formed 
both in trunk and leaves, as not even to require the as- 
sistance of magnifiers to see the perfect plant. I am not 
aware of any other kernel that affords so distinct a re- 
semblance of its parent; or that this circumstance has 
re noticed to the public in any work.—Phillips on 

otany, 


a Hashions for obember. _ 


WALKING Dress.—A round dress, composed of 
poplin: the bottom of the skirt is finished with a 
full ronleau of satin to correspond ; over this is a 
trimming composed of plaitivgs of double gauze cut 
bias, and disposed ina scroll pattern; the plaited 
edge is covered with satin piping; a rouleau of 
satin, somewhat smaller than that at the bottom, is 
placed above this trimming, The corsaye is made 
high, with a small collar, which sits rather close to 
the neck. Epaelette, compused of satio in the form 
of a wing ; there are two double folds, one a little 
smalier than the other. The bottom of the long 
sleeve is finished with three narrow satin rouleaus, 
disposed tu form points in front of the arm. The 
pelisse worn over this dress is composed of gros de 
Naples, of a singular but very beautiful culvur, 
sumething between a lilac and a purple; it is 
wadded, and the skirt is made pretty full; the body 
is tight to the shape; the waist, which is of a mo- 
derate length, is ornamented at bottom by a knot 
of ribbon. The pelerine is of the same material 
as the pelisse ; it is rounded behind, comes only to 
the point of the shoulder, and tapers down in front 
in a manner very advantageous to the shape. The 
long sleeve is rather tight to the arm ; it is finished 
at the wrist with a very full trimming of gros de 
Nuples to correspond. The half-sleeve is.very full, 
and of a novel and pretty fourm, and is extremely 
novel and striking ; it goes round the bottom and 
up the fronts of the pelisse, and also encloses the 
pelerine—Head dress, a bonnet composed of the 
game material as the pelisse, and lined with white 
satin. The brim is very large; it is finished at the 
edge with gauze to correspond; the crown is mode- 
rately high, and is ornamented with a full bouquet 
of flowers made of feathere, which corresponds with 
the bonnet.—Limerick gloves, and boots the colour 
of the pelisse. 

Eventne Dress—-A white gros fe Naples 
round dress, ornamented at the bottom of the 
akirt by a broad band of bias white satin, disposed 
ia deep plaits; this ie surmounted by three white 




















satin suuleaus, which are wreathed with pearl, The 





corsage is cut low round the bust ; it fastens behind, 
and the back is full; the bust is ornamented with 
a fullness of white satin, and tastefully intermixed 
with pearls; the shape of the front is formed by a 
white satin stomacher, cressed with bands of gros 
de Naples wreathed with pearl; a pearl button is 
placed in the middle of each hand, and it termi: 
aates with a double scollop at the bottem of the 
waist. A broad white satin sash is disposed in fulds 
round the waist, and tied in a bow and long evds 
behind ; the sleeve is a mixture of white satin aud 
gros de Nuples, the first disposed in irregular puffs, 
the last forming bands of a very novel and pretty 
form; they are intermixed with pearl; the sleeve 
is the usual length—Hair dressed iu light loose 
ringlets, and much divided on the forehead; the 
hind hair dressed low.—Head-dress, a full garland 
of damask roses, placed rather far back on the 
crown of the head. White satio shoes, and white 
kid gloves, 

Eo 





a} 
Eo Correspondents. 


P.—N’s story, which we thought we had before acknow- 
ledged, is too long for the scanty incidents it contains ; 
neither can we conceive that his hero es the 
claims to immortality with which P. investshim: it 
cannot surely be for his penchant for drinking and 
bull-baiting, which is recorded in the tenth verse. 


LaTtHom HousE.—The interesting details of the me- 
morable siege of Lathom House, (the commence~ 
ment of which will be found in our present number) 
will probably pocapy a portion of our two succeeding 
numbers, and wi papers interfere with some 

er communications already noticed, and intended 
for our columns. 


The story of the “¢ Devil Outwitted,” although it might 
gratify some of our readers, w displease many 
more. 


The anagrams of COLLECTOR, together with several 
similar bagatelles, are in reserve for the Christmas 
holidays. 




















St. MicwaEt’s Cuurca.—-Without assuming any 
knowledge of architecture, or making any pretensions 
to taste in the fine arts, we had anticipated W. in the 
judgment he bas passed upon the clumsy effect of the 

bulky ball and cross hy which this beautiful edifice 
has been recently surmounted. Our co: ndent, 
whose letter was sent to us early last week, will per. 
ceive that some change appears to be in contemplation ; 
from which we are led to conclude that the heavy ap- 
pearance of those intended ornaments has occurred té 
those whose reputation is more immediately concerned 
in the completion of this noble pile. 





D’s lines to Ellen in our next. 


We have to notice also M. T.—SaraH—A. L.—R. S. 
—HENRICcUS. 








THEATRICAL CRITIQUES.—Our ConNSTANT READ- 
ER is informed, that the theatrical season being now 
near the close, he will have a long respite from the 
critiques for which he seems to have so little relish. 
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